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CAP Facts, Figures and Economic Impact

Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District

Colorado River Basin System: 
• Reservoirs
• Snowpack/runoff
• Projections

Colorado River Shortage: 
• The U.S. Secretary of the Interior has declared 

the first-ever shortage on the Colorado River for 
2022

Here’s what we’ll cover today:
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Central Arizona Project
• 336-mile aqueduct stretches from Lake 

Havasu to Tucson
• 14 pumping plants lift water nearly 3,000 

feet
• 10 siphons, 4 tunnels
• Lake Pleasant, New Waddell Dam and 

Waddell Pump Generating Plant
• Deliveries began in 1985
• Construction complete in 1993

Greater Tucson Leadership Environment Day4
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• 3 counties
• 23,790 square miles
• < 8” annual rainfall 
• 5 million people (approx. 80% of 

Arizona’s population)
• CAP customers include:

• Municipal/Industrial
• Tribal Communities
• Agricultural

CAP Service Area
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Title Only
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Central Arizona Groundwater 
Replenishment District
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What is CAGRD?
• Central Arizona Groundwater 

Replenishment District (CAGRD) 
was created in the mid-1990s to 
help water providers and 
landowners comply with 
Arizona’s groundwater laws

• CAGRD plays an important role 
in Central Arizona’s groundwater 
management by replenishing 
groundwater pumped by its 
members
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• Not a separate entity – a 
special function of CAP

• Governed by the CAWCD 
Board of Directors and serves 
members in Maricopa, Pima & 
Pinal counties

• Funded solely by members

CAGRD’s Relationship to CAP
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Colorado River Basin and Shortage
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Colorado River Basin
• Upper Basin States:  Colorado, New 

Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming 
• Lower Basin States: Arizona, 

California, and Nevada
• 7.5 million acre-feet (MAF) annual allocation 

of Colorado River water for the Upper Basin, 
7.5 MAF for the Lower Basin and 1.5 MAF 
for Mexico

• Lower Basin allocations: 
• AZ (2.8 MAF)
• CA (4.4 MAF)
• NV (0.3 MAF)
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Colorado River Basin and Major Reservoirs
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Colorado River Water Supply 
Report
System Contents: 19.97 MAF
As of December 27, 2021
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* With respect to previous month’s report

Lake 
Mead

Lake 
Powell

77%

60%

90%

28%

51%

28%, 6.75 
MAF

34%, 8.89 MAF

1,220’

3,700’

Tier 1 Shortage 1,075’

Current Elevation 
1,066’

Mid‐Elevation 
Release 3,575’

65%
Crystal 
Reservoir

Current Elevation 
3,538’

Reservoir Current Change* Maximum
Lake Mead 8.89 + 0.05 25.90
Lake Powell 6.75 ‐ 0.32 24.30
Flaming Gorge Reservoir 2.90  ‐ 0.01 3.75
Fontenelle Reservoir 0.21 ‐ 0.02 0.34
Navajo Reservoir 0.87 ‐ 0.01 1.70
Blue Mesa Reservoir 0.23 + 0.01 0.83
Morrow Point Reservoir 0.11 0.00 0.12
Crystal Reservoir 0.02 0.00 0.03

Reservoir Capacities (MAF)
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Arizona (CAP) Contributions in Shortage
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Know Your Water
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• CAP infrastructure
• CAP canal ~4 miles to 

the west

• CAP subcontractors
• AZWC—Superstition

• 6,285 AF M&I Priority
• Apache Junction

• 2,919 AF M&I Priority
• 817 AF NIA Priority

• CAGRD Member Lands
• Aquifer replenishment 

performed by CAGRD 
on behalf of Members

• Customers served by 
AZWC

CAP’s Relationships in Gold Canyon Area
Apache 
Junction 

(WUCFD)

Arizona 
Water 

Company

CAP 
Aqueduct

CAGRD 
Member 
Lands

Gold Canyon
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For more information:
• CAP’s news site –

KnowYourWaterNews.com

• CAP’s main website (with information 
on the Drought Contingency Plan and 
Arizona Reconsultation Committee) –
CentralArizonaProject.com

Other resources: 
• Arizona Department of Water 

Resources -- new.azwater.gov

• US Bureau of Reclamation – usbr.gov
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KNOW YOUR WATER

KnowYourWaterNews.com

Thank you!


